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of a floating fragment of loadstone. The loadstone, a
natural magnet composed of the magnetic oxide of iron,
is found in the magnetized state at many places on the
earth's surface, and notably at Magnesia, in Asia Minor,
which led Euripides to call it the magnetan stone. Though
the writings of Plato and Pliny and Lucretius contain
many references to the properties of the loadstone and
many curious legends concerning it, it is remarkable
that neither the Greeks nor the Romans were aware of
its use in navigation. We are told in the Book of Acts
that St. Paul, after staying three days at Syracuse,
' fetched a compass' and came to Rhegium, but any
student of the Institution will tell you it was not a
mariner's compass that he fetched.

Though the uses of magnetism were unknown in
classical times, its abuses appear to have flourished then,
as they do still. The loadstone was reputed to free
women from witchcraft and to put demons to flight. A
magnet pickled with the salt of the sucking-fish could
draw water from the bottom of the deepest well. Iron
rings magnetized by rubbing against a loadstone were
a remedy for the gout, and the priests of Samothrace,
five centuries before the Christian era, are said to have
made a tidy revenue by selling those ancient prototypes
of the modern magnetic belt. The mysteries of magnetism
have in all ages formed a happy hunting-ground for
lovers of the occult. Quackery and superstition have
found it a name to conjure with. The fact that a thing
is unintelligible has been held sufficient reason for dub-
bing it magnetic. It is no part of my business to speak
of ' Animal Magnetism/ for whatever elements of fact
there are in the reported phenomena which go by that
name, we may rest assured that with magnetism they
have nothing whatever to do. It is a striking fact that
among our bodily senses we have nothing to help us to